
CHARACTER NAME BRIEF DESCRIPTION           AGE RANGE GENDER

Kirk Franklin Businessman, eldest sibling, 45-50 Male
stabilizer, voice of reason

Tori Franklin Works in sales but is unfulfilled by it, 42-47 Female
passionate, angry, only girl in the 
family, has a bit of  a chip on her 
shoulder

Duane Franklin Late in life addition to the family, 30-35 Male
marches to his own drummer, 
left family 12 years ago to find himself, 
found God in the process

SYNOPSIS

Against the backdrop of their father's imminent passing, three siblings are confronted with old 
hurts and unresolved anger. After a twelve-year absence, Duane, the youngest, returns home to 
find his ideas about what to do for their father are not welcome. Kirk and Tori, his older brother 
and sister know their father's wishes and resent Duane's demands to insinuate himself in the 
process. Ideals are questioned and philosophies challenged as the three siblings struggle to come to 
an agreement on their father's Exit Plan.



The kitchen of the FRANKLIN FAMILY. Dusk. KIRK, 
the oldest of the siblings, sits at the kitchen table. 
DUANE, the youngest, moves about the kitchen making 
himself a cup of tea. 

KIRK
That’s how you left it?

DUANE                         
I didn’t leave it exactly.

KIRK                         
What do you call it?

DUANE
I stopped talking about it.

KIRK
And that’s different because...

TORI, the middle sibling and only girl explodes into the 
room.

TORI
What the fuck was that?

DUANE
What?

TORI
You are unbelievable.

DUANE
Thank you.

TORI
That wasn’t meant as a compliment.

KIRK
What happened?



TORI
You mean after the familial saint swooped in to save us from ourselves?

DUANE
I told you. There’s no talking to her.

TORI
Oh, you wanna talk? Now you wanna talk? Where the fuck have you been for the last 
twelve years?

KIRK
This isn’t helpful right now.

TORI
I’m not concerned about being helpful.

KIRK
Seriously, Tori.

TORI
Seriously, Kirk.

DUANE
I’m so glad I came back for this.

TORI
Don’t go all holier than tho on us. You have no right... no right!

DUANE
I believe there are bigger issues here. Could we stay on point?

TORI
Here’s a point. How is it you think you can come in here from your cone of silence and 
expect to have any say whatsoever in what happens in this family? My father is dying in 
there... 

DUANE
He’s my father, too.

TORI
He’s in pain. He’s afraid. And we have not just the ability... but the right... deemed by the 
laws of the state of California to let him go, with dignity, on his own terms...

DUANE
His terms? Or your terms? 
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TORI
I know what he wants.

DUANE
And that makes you God?

TORI
I never claimed to be God. That’s the role you took on when you decided to denounce your 
family and follow the Hare Krishna Dividian Scientologists... or whatever the fuck that cult 
is called.

DUANE
It isn’t a cult... it’s...

TORI
If it quacks like a duck, Duane...

DUANE
Please don’t attack me. It’s not becoming. 

TORI
I can’t take this pious bullshit! Kirk, for fuck’s sake, would you grow a pair and get into 
this conversation?

KIRK
Obviously you’re angry, Tori.

TORI
And you’re a spinless twit so what have we learned? 

KIRK
Let’s step back, shall we?

TORI
Sure. I’ll step back. Go ahead, Kirk. Please... illuminate the situation. We’re hanging on 
your every word. 

KIRK
Sit down, Tori.

TORI
I don’t want to...

KIRK
TORI! SIT!
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Tori sits.
There’s a lot going on here. 

TORI 

(Under her breath...)
Master of the obvious.

KIRK
The issue at hand is Dad. 

TORI
No shit.

KIRK
Shut up, Tori. 

Tori slumps down in her chair like a sullen child.
We each have his best interests at heart. Can we all agree on that?

DUANE
Of course.

TORI
Duh.

DUANE
Eloquently put, Tee.

Tori flips Duane off.

KIRK
I’m sure Duane doesn’t want to see him suffer any more than we do, Tori.

Tori bites her tongue...

(To Duane...)
I don’t know where you’ve been the last...

TORI
...twelve years...

KIRK
 ...but I’m sure you can appreciate that there’s some animosity with regard to your absence 
from the family... 
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TORI
Some ANIMOSITY??? How about your thoughtless actions killed our mother and 
crippled our father? How about your disappearing act broke this family apart? How about 
your refusal to respond to any contact or even acknowledge mom and dad destroyed them 
and now you want to come back and tell us how to manage what’s left of our father’s life? 
How about, we don’t need your fucking help, why don’t you go back to living under 
whatever rock you’ve been living under where apparently the outside world can not be 
heard? 

DUANE
I get it, Tori. I get...

TORI
No, Duane. I don’t think you do. This family has been in a living hell... and... you... you 
are so... I can’t... I just can’t...

(Tori breaks down. She exits. Pause...)

KIRK
You fucked up, Duane.

DUANE
I don’t need to be judged by...

KIRK
Try listening for once in your life. You fucked up. You single handedly poisoned this 
family and now you want to come back and be the savior. You may have felt like an only 
child coming so late in mom and dad’s life, but you weren’t. Long before you came into 
this home, there was a loving family. Sure, we had issues, what family doesn’t? But we 
worked through them... together. That’s the difference. You got your feelings hurt or 
whatever the hell it was that happened and you just took off... leaving us to clean up the 
shit storm you created with your inconceivable selfishness. 

DUANE
That’s how you see it. So be it. 

KIRK
Christ, Duane. Are you such a narcissist you can’t even own up to the wake you left 
behind? Do you feel any remorse, any compassion for what you put mom and dad 
through? I mean, forget about us, Tee and me... Did you ever feel anything for what you 
did to mom and dad? 

DUANE
I’m not responsible for their feelings. I had my own issues to deal with. 
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KIRK
My God! These are your parents we’re talking about. They love you... they had certain 
expectations that... 

DUANE
See? Expectations. There’s no happy ending there. 

Tori appears in the doorway. She is wiped out.

KIRK
Why are you back? What do you want here? 

DUANE
To do the right thing.

TORI

(Coming back into the room...)
You wouldn’t know the right thing if it bit you in the ass.

DUANE
I do know the right thing and I know that killing our father is not it. “For the Lord himself 
will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”

TORI
Excuse me?

DUANE
Thessalonians. 

TORI
Gesundheit! 

DUANE
And “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.’” 

TORI
Are you going to start speaking in tongues next?

DUANE
Man’s interference in the sanctity of life is an act of sacrilege. I won’t knowingly condemn 
my father to hell. I won’t do it. 
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TORI
That’s so funny coming from you... the man whose actions sent him into a living hell for 
the last twelve years.

DUANE
I see what’s happening, Tori. I’m not void of feeling as you both have so lovingly 
expressed. It breaks my heart...

TORI
Oh, please!

DUANE

(More emphatically...)
It breaks my heart to see him like this. But I’m not going to let you kill my father. It’s not 
natural. 

TORI
We’re not trying to...

KIRK
Look, it may be just a few states, right now. But whether you like it or not, this will 
eventually be the law of the land.

DUANE
That doesn’t make it right.

KIRK
Law doesn’t raise the question of wrong or right. It’s the law.

DUANE
It’s not my law. 

TORI
Who are you? The Kim Davis of the die with dignity movement? 

DUANE
That woman is a hero.

TORI
That woman is a moron!
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KIRK
Okay, let’s not. This is going nowhere and she is not our issue. We need to make a 
decision.

TORI
We’ve made a decision.

DUANE
No. WE have not!

TORI
What is this warped idea you have that if he doesn’t die “naturally” then... what? It won’t 
be official? God won’t let him in when he gets there?

DUANE
There is no such thing as compassionate killing... No “right to die.” All human life belongs 
to God.

TORI
No matter how much that human life may be suffering?

KIRK
We’re trying to make this easier for him, Duane... to release him from his pain. He is 
dying. There’s no getting around that. Why would we not help him with that process when 
it’s in our power to do so?

DUANE
It’s not natural. 

TORI
“There are none so blind as those who will not see.” A little riff on Jeremiah. I hope you 
don’t mind the biblical license. 

KIRK
What does it mean to you to follow the laws of God?

DUANE
God is the giver of life and only He should be the one to take it away. No matter how much 
it may pain us to bear witness. It’s not up to you and some doctor practicing pretend 
medical science to make this decision.

TORI
Your mother was the giver of life and if it weren’t for medical science, you wouldn’t even 
be here.

8.



KIRK
Tori!

DUANE
What does that mean?

TORI
Answer this. Are the beginning and ending of life no longer sacred if they’re manipulated 
by science? 

DUANE
What are you talking about?

TORI
Answer my question.

DUANE
You answer my question.

KIRK
Tori, forget it.

TORI
No. I think it’s time he faced a few facts. 

(To Duane...)
If it hadn’t been for some major medical manipulating... mom’s induced labor, an 
emergency C-section, putting you on a ventilator... you wouldn’t even be here. So, here’s a 
question, Duane. Does that make your life not sacred? By your definition that would mean 
God didn’t bring you naturally into this world. Maybe you weren’t supposed to be here at 
all. Let’s consider that, shall we? 

This is new information to Duane. He is having trouble 
taking it in.

KIRK
I don’t know if this is relevant, Tee. Let’s stay focused on...

TORI
No. I’m sick of spoon feeding him. 

(To Duane...)
You are not the messiah or the prodigal son and you have no right to come in here and 
impose your religious zealotry. We’re the ones who have shouldered all the fallout from 
your leaving... your inability to cope. 
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Grow the fuck up and take some responsibility for your life. Stop quoting some antiquated 
text you manipulate to justify your refusal to think for yourself. Look around, Duane. Take 
off your God-colored glasses and see what’s really going on. 

Duane slowly rises and exits towards father’s room but 
stops in the doorway. He stands, silent, as if stuck. Kirk 
and Tori are left, thinking they are alone, reeling from 
Tori’s outburst and not sure what to do next. Pause...

KIRK

(Quietly...)
You have to stop trying to even the score, Tee. 

TORI

(Reading from a piece of paper she picks up 
off the table...)

“In a spirit of compassion for all, this manifesto proclaims that every competent adult has 
the incontestable right to humankind’s ultimate civil and personal liberty - the right to die in 
a manner and at a time of their own choosing.” How can he not get this? How can he be so 
calculated... so cold? How can he let dad suffer like this? 

Duane exits to father’s room
We’re not killing our father!!!

Long pause...

(Almost a whisper...)
Are we? Are we, Kirk?

Kirk goes to Tori and wraps her in an embrace as she 
fights to hold it together. After some time, he steps away 
slightly, holding her by the shoulders. 

KIRK
What does your heart say, Tee?

TORI
That my daddy is sick and in pain and... that I can’t take it anymore. But is that about me? 
Or about him? Who am I trying to protect? Am I being as selfish as I’m accusing Duane of 
being? 
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KIRK
It’s not selfish to want to end someone’s suffering. 

TORI
But whose suffering am I trying to end? Maybe he’s right. Maybe...

Duane enters from father’s room... he stands for a moment 
taking in his siblings...

DUANE

(Quietly...)
He’s gone.

TORI
What???

Kirk and Tori run to father’s room... Duane is left alone, 
he picks up the paper that Tori was reading from and sits 
at the kitchen table silently reading the words she spoke 
earlier. He is numb. The piece of paper slips out of his 
hand to the floor. He looks to the heavens...

DUANE
God... please forgive me...

BLACKOUT
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