
SCENE ONE.

A subway car.  SHELLY sits perhaps moving in rhythm 
with the train.  We only see Shelly even though the train is 
crowded.  The train stops.  DMITRI enters.  He is 
awkwardly carrying an ironing board.  He also holds a 
mini iron, with the cord around his neck.  

Dmitri maneuvers through the train.

DMITRI

(to passengers that we don’t see)
Sorry.  Excuse me.  

Dmitri reaches for a pole, or a strap bar but misses.  

Does this train go to Broadawy?

The train starts.  Dmitri lurches.  He almost falls but holds 
onto the ironing board.

DMITRI
I’m really sorry.  Excuse me.

Dmitri moves and now stands directly in front of Shelly.  
He’s holding onto the top strap bar.  The iron is dangling 
dangerously close to Shelly.

SHELLY
Do you want a seat?

DMITRI
Thank you, but no.  

They both lurch a little. 

SHELLY
Please, take my seat.

DMITRI
I couldn’t.



Dmitri lets go of the bar.  He very carefully lowers the 
travel iron and puts it on the floor next to his feet.  As he’s 
moving up, the train lurches and he falls on Shelly. 

SHELLY
Hey!

DMITRI
That’s my bad.  Sorry.  So sorry.

Dmitri stands up again, and rights the ironing board.

Shelly glares at Dmitri.

DMITRI
I sense you’re judging me. 

Shelly ignores him.

DMITRI

(louder)
I said, I sense you’re judging me! 

SHELLY
And I ignored you.  Didn’t you get that?

DMITRI
No.  Not at all.  I thought you might be hard of hearing.  

SHELLY
My hearing is fine.  My feet and knees are a little banged up.

DMITRI
Oh. Do you play sports? Did you ever try an Epsom salts bath?  That’s good for aches and 
--

SHELLY
It’s from you!  You’re stepping on my feet!  You’re banging my knees!  Take my seat!

Shelly gets up, knocks into the ironing board and is 
immediately propelled back into the seat.

DMITRI
Are you OK?
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SHELLY
No!

DMITRI
Oh.  Is there anything I can do?

SHELLY
Move!

DMITRI
Actually, that’s what I’m trying to do.  I was supposed to look at an apartment in Harlem, 
today, but I took the wrong train.  Missed my meeting.  And ... well, you’d think that for 
some place as big as New York there’d be more places to live.

SHELLY
You’re new to New York, aren’t you.

DMITRI
How did you guess?  

SHELLY
Call it a hunch.

DMITRI
Wow.  I’ve known about New York all my life. Does that count?

SHELLY
Sure.  Everyone’s a New Yorker.  But don’t bring an ironing board on a subway! 

DMITRI
Is that a out of town giveaway?

SHELLY
I don’t know what that is. Why do you have an ironing board, anyway?

DMITRI
I’m a drummer. I’m pretty good.  I’m not Duane Mitchell good, but I’m pretty good.

SHELLY
Who’s Duane Mitchell?

DMITRI
He’s in DEADLY CORN.  They’re very big in Ames.

SHELLY
What’s Ames?

3.



DMITRI
Ames, Iowa.  That’s where I’m from.

SHELLY
I’ve never met anyone from Iowa.

DMITRI

(very excited)
Well you have now!  I’m Dmitri.  Nice to meet you.

SHELLY
Slow down, corn boy. 

DMITRI
Sorry. 

SHELLY
Dial it back.

DMITRI
Was I being rude?  Or were you being rude?

SHELLY
Ummmm.

DMITRI
Or is this just a New York thing?

SHELLY
My name’s Shelly.

DMITRI
Hi. I’m --

SHELLY
I know, you’re Dmitri. 

DMITRI
Nice to meet you, Shelly.  Where are you from?

SHELLY
Right here!  Why do you have an ironing board on the subway!

DMITRI
Did I mention I was a drummer?
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SHELLY
Yes.  Not as good as CORN HOLE.

DMITRI
DEADLY CORN.

SHELLY
DEADLY CORN.

DMITRI
They’re real good, by the way.  They really rock.

SHELLY
And you rock a little less.

DMITRI
We can’t all be Duane Mitchell.  But I’m good enough to get a gig in Williamsburg.

SHELLY
Really.

DMITRI
Yes, Ma’am.

Shelly winces a little.  

SHELLY
Is it possible for you to get to the point?

DMITRI
I think so.

SHELLY
The ironing board.

DMITRI
I guess that is sort of a funny story.

SHELLY
And I may live long enough to hear the end.

DMITRI
I’m a drummer.
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SHELLY
This one’s on me.  You’re a drummer.  You’re from Ames, Iowa.  You’re looking for an 
apartment. You don’t know how to ride a subway. You’re completely built of corn. And 
your best friend is an ironing board.

DMITRI
Mostly right.  But, shucks, you know everything about me, but I don’t know a thing about 
you.  Where do you see yourself in ten years, Shelly? Do you own a pet? Who influenced 
you the most?  Nirvana. Greatest band? Or greatest from the 90s?

SHELLY
Do you think we’re on a date?

DMITRI
No! I’m just the friendly sort.  I’m interested in people.  

SHELLY
You don’t do this to strangers, especially in New York.

DMITRI
I don’t think we’re strangers, Shelly. And if we are, whose fault is that?

SHELLY
I liked it better when you were slamming me with the ironing board.

DMITRI
Is something wrong?

SHELLY
Yes!  I’m tired! It’s  the end of a long day! My boss was mean! I wish I had a pet!  I don’t 
know where I’m going to be in ten years. And I’m being judged by a not quite stranger on 
the subway who almost hit me with an iron!

DMITRI
That’s rough, Shelly. Anything I can do?

SHELLY
Stop bothering me!

DMITRI
I did not mean to upset you. I will leave as soon as the opportunity arises. Unfortunately, I 
can’t move from here as there is no room.  There are more people in this subway car than 
in my hometown.

There is silence for a moment.
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SHELLY
I’m sorry, I snapped.

DMITRI
I’m the one who should apologize.  You’re under a lot of pressure, and I’ve made things 
worse.

SHELLY
You didn’t, Dmitri.

DMITRI
You sure?  ‘Cause it sounded like I did.

SHELLY
I’ll be honest.  You did make things worse.  You took a crappy day and made it crappier.

DMITRI
I did.

SHELLY
Just a little.

DMITRI
I’m sorry.

SHELLY
That’s OK. You can’t help yourself.  You’re from Iowa.

DMITRI
Can I make things better?

SHELLY
You don’t need to.

DMITRI
Do you need anything ironed?  I’m equipped as you can see.

SHELLY
Can you drum on that thing?

Dmitri does a little hand drumming, gets off a quick riff 
then almost drops the board.  Shelly is impressed.

SHELLY
Nirvana, best band of the 90s.  For the two thousands it’s either Of Montreal, or The 
Decemberists.  You’re pretty good... on the ironing board.
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DMITRI
Thanks.

SHELLY
You can keep going.

DMITRI
Are you planning on getting off this subway at any point?

SHELLY
Yes.

DMITRI
I’ll do a command performance for you outside.

SHELLY
You’re going to follow me?

DMITRI
If you want me to.  Right now, I literally have no place to be.  Tomorrow night, 
Williamsburg.  Tonight is a mystery.   But God provides. I just need one person to house a 
weary traveller. 

SHELLY
I have a futon.

DMITRI
I would be eternally --

SHELLY
--Why did I say that! 

DMITRI
Because you have a generous nature, and are willing to help out friends in need. I could get 
you into the Williamsburg gig for free. You’d probably have to pay for drinks though.

SHELLY
I’m more generous in theory. I don’t do this sort of thing. I don’t take in strays.

DMITRI
You’re wrong. You’re full of love and hope and kindness. But you let fear hold you back 
sometimes, don’t you. 
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SHELLY
Why are you carrying an iron on the subway. Explain that in as concise a fashion as you 
possibly can and I’ll consider letting you crash.

DMITRI
This story does not cast me in a great light.

SHELLY
I’ll be the judge.

DMITRI
I hitched cross country and got to New York yesterday morning.  My entire plan was 
based on my friend Duke, who had promised to put me up. Duke proved to be less than 
reliable.  In fact, after wandering around Queens for several hours, I discovered that Duke 
seemed to be living in Boston.  But I refused to let that get me down. I was in New York! 
This was my ten year plan. On my way to the Harlem broker, I came across this ironing 
board and iron on the street. Can you believe. Someone wanted to throw this out! My 
clothes were all wrinkled. I was about to get an apartment. It was a stroke of good luck.  
Then things went a little South. No broker. No apartment. Another missed connection. My 
suitcase also went to parts unknown.  But I had the ironing board and that was something.  
Also, what do you do with an ironing board? You can’t just throw it out. I did not, 
however, anticipate this subway crowd.  

SHELLY
It’s rush hour.

DMITRI
Rush hour. I guess you gotta be on your toes to live in New York.

SHELLY
You’re right.

DMITRI
You may think that story shows lack of planning.

SHELLY
I do.

DMITRI
Then you are perceptive, Shelly. That is one of my flaws.

A pause.

SHELLY
Do you have anyone who can vouch for you?
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DMITRI
Sure do! You can call my parents! I have some friends. 

SHELLY
If you check out, you can crash.  Just one night!

DMITRI
You are a wonderful person. And I will make this up to you. You will not regret this. I’ll 
do all your ironing tonight.

SHELLY
Next stop.

DMITRI
Pardon?

SHELLY
We get off next stop.

Dmitri picks up the iron.

SHELLY
Give that to me.

Shelly takes the iron.  She gets up, and start to exit.  Dmitri 
follows.

SHELLY
You don’t need to iron anything for me.

DMITRI
Good, ‘cause I’ve actually never used one of these things before.

BLACKOUT.
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