
CAST;

GLORIA: male age 55. A transvestite performer.

EVE: GLORIA's daughter, age 25.

SETTING: GLORIA'S dressing room in a Las Vegas theater.

TIME: PRESENT
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SCENE ONE:

Backstage in a Las Vegas dressing room. A dressing 
room mirror and pots of makeup.  The Glorious 
GLORIA, a middle-aged transvestite  wearing a 
glamorous dress and boa and blonde wig is drinking 
tea with his daughter, EVE, an ordinary young 
woman in her twenties, wearing a sweater, jeans and 
boots.

GLORIA
It begins with the unwashed cups.

EVE
What does?

GLORIA
Marriage. In the sink. The first time. You ask him to wash it. He washes it. It’s still the 
newlywed stage. Then another dirty cup shows up in the sink. You ask him to wash it 
again. He doesn’t. Then he buys you a dishwasher. But guess what? The dirty cups keep 
collecting in the sink. You nag. Then it’s the unwashed plate. You nag again You nag until 
that sink is filled with filthy plates and cups and forks and knives and he’s yelling at you 
about your disgusting housekeeping and why the hell can’t you once keep a clean house.

EVE
So your marriage didn’t work. Wonder why.

GLORIA
You came to me, Eve, for advice. So I’m giving you advice.

EVE
My marriage will be so different than you and Mom’s.

GLORIA
Don’t call her Mom. I’m your Mom now. Ellen left when you were barely in diapers.

EVE
I know. You were a single Dad before a single Dad was fashionable. And then you 
became my Mom. Real head trip for me.

GLORIA
I know.



EVE
And you kept stealing my mascara too!

GLORIA
I can’t afford Lancome. How is the crowd outside?

EVE
Good.

GLORIA
I’ve done this show a hundred times and I always feel sick to my stomach.

EVE
I know why you’re nervous.

GLORIA
Then tell me.

EVE
Mark.

GLORIA
Mark.

EVE
Mark is in the audience tonight. That’s why you feel sick.

GLORIA
You wouldn’t expect Mark to come to a show like mine.

EVE
What does that mean?

GLORIA
Does he seem to you to be a drag queen groupie?

EVE
You know why he’s there. And I don’t like that tone of voice. 

GLORIA
What tone of voice?
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EVE
(imitating GLORIA)

You wouldn’t expect Mark to come to a show like this.

GLORIA
Did I really sound like that? But you have to give me a break. He’s the first Republican 
I’ve ever met. And from South Dakota too.

EVE
What does that have to do with...

GLORIA
Don’t they shoot people like me down there?

EVE
Mark is different.

GLORIA
I’d say.  There has never been a Republican in our family before.

EVE
He’s not a Republican. He’s a Libertarian. And you can’t blame someone from where they 
were born. 

GLORIA
Really?

EVE
Afterwards, I invited him backstage. To meet you. To meet the mother of the bride.

GLORIA
Now! He wants to meet me now! But my makeup will be all smeared. I won’t be ready. I 
won’t..

EVE
Stop making excuse okay? We’re getting married and it’s time for you to know each other.

GLORIA
Just nervous. Not a great idea to tell me right before the show.

EVE
I’m sorry. You’re right. 
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GLORIA
And I’m in no position to judge anyone. Look at my own marriage.

EVE
Did the dressing up in women’s clothes happen before or after the honeymoon?

GLORIA
After. I wasn’t honest with your mother. That’s why she left. I tried to tell her I still loved 
her, that dressing up in women’s clothes didn’t really change me as a man, but 
understandably, she didn’t listen.

EVE
She won’t even come to the wedding.

GLORIA
That’s a shame.

EVE
It’s like she’s punishing me for inviting you!

GLORIA
You just have to remember that people change. They change all the time. That’s what 
makes marriage so hard. So this Michael..

EVE
Mark.

GLORIA
So the Mark you know now may not be the Mark you know next year. Or five years. Or a 
decade. 

EVE
But I know Mark. 

GLORIA
Your mother, Ellen, knew me. We grew up together. I’m sure in her wildest dreams she 
would have never imagined me in this outfit headlining a Las Vegas Act called Trannie 
Treats.

EVE
You can’t blame her for being angry.
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GLORA
She has her right to be. But still, she should come to the wedding! What happened to Ellen? 
I can’t understand this church business.

EVE
She’s a Born Again. Against abortion and gay rights and probably animal rights too.

GLORIA
It’s that new husband of hers.. What’s his name?

EVE
Winston.

GLORIA
Figures she would like an authority figure. 

EVE
I don’t want to talk about him. I can’t wait for you to see my wedding dress.

GLORIA
Darling, what is the hurry? You’re only twenty three.

EVE
I love Mark! There’s no one else for me. I want to have children. I want to have a normal 
family. Coming home to see your father stealing your bra and lipstick is not normal.

GLORIA
Can’t argue with that.

EVE
I could never invite any of my friends over because I wouldn’t know if you would be 
wearing a suit or a tiara.

GLORIA
I can’t apologize about whom I am.

EVE
I’m not blaming you. But I want to get married. And Mark wants to marry me. That’s why 
he’s here. In the audience. Because if he’s going to marry me, he is in a way, marrying 
you.
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GLORIA
It’s amazing how normal you are. It’s like that girl from The Munsters, that t.v show.

EVE
The Munsters?

GLORIA
Oh, you’re too young. It’s a family of monsters, except for this one normal girl, what’s her 
name...yes, Marilyn. Blonde and pretty. And she was perfectly fine with living in this 
house of weird creatures.

EVE
So that’s me.

GLORIA
Honey, I just want you to know that when I was your age, 23, and out of the army, all I 
wanted was a wife. I thought the other stuff, dressing up, would get out of my system. So I 
married your mother, and I was unfair. I thought she could change me. Wasn’t right.

EVE
But my marriage will work.

GLORIA
Just remember that sink I was telling you. Mark may clean the dishes. He may put the dirty 
silverware in the dishwasher. But if you see those pile of plates piling up, you got to think 
about our next step.

EVE
Maybe if there was someone in your life now, you would understand.

GLORIA
Maybe.

EVE
You shouldn’t be alone.

GLORIA
It’s hard to meet women who don’t believe I’m not gay. I just like to dress up in women’s 
clothes and perform.

EVE
Kind of hard to advertise that on Match.com.

STAGE MANAGER (O.S)
Three minutes- Glorious Gloria!
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GLORIA
I wish I could be more helpful.

EVE
I’m glad you’re honest.

GLORIA
Ellen and me, we named you for the first woman. Eve. Eve was better off without Adam.

EVE
But I’m better off with Mark. He makes me happy. Do you know he loves the Three 
Stooges? And bakes chocolate chip cookies? And sings Smoky Robinson tunes?

GLORIA
And he’s a hero.

EVE
That’s right. He has to go to Afghanistan three weeks after the wedding.

GLORIA
I’ve been in the military. I know what he’s facing. 

EVE
This is what he signed up for. This is what I signed up for.

GLORIA
And you’re willing to consider that you might....

EVE
Lose him? Is that what you want to say?

GLORIA
Yes, hon. I’m sorry.

EVE
Yes, I’m willing to lose him because I love him.

STAGE MANAGER (O.S)
Glorious Gloria! Two minutes!

EVE
Have a terrific show, Gloria. 

GLORIA
I love you Eve. Thank you for being my daughter.
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EVE
Thank you for being my Dad...I mean, Mom, for being you!

GLORIA
So Mark is really there?

EVE
Front row.

GLORIA
Would you mind if I stopped the show for a minute to thank him for his service? Good to 
remind these folks about our young men risking their lives for us so far away from home.

EVE
    (moved)

That....that would be just wonderful. Thank you. Matter of fact, that would be the best 
wedding present you can give me.

GLORIA
Forget about those dirty plates. Bad metaphor. He’ll wash them.

STAGE MANAGER (O.S.)
One more minute - Glorious Gloria!

GLORIA
How’s my boa?

EVE
Fabulous, Mom, just fabulous.

GLORIA
Eyes shadow?

EVE
A little smudged. Here..let me help.

(s EVE takes a makeup brush and carefully applies 
eye shadow on GLORIA’s eyelids. GLORIA takes 
EVE’S hand and clasps it.)

GLORIA
I was a good Mom. Dad. Whoever. Right? I really tried.
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EVE
Yes. Even though I was a bratty teenager. Yes. You loved me. That’s the most important 
thing.

GLORIA
I’m sorry for what I put you through.

EVE
Oh shut up. Do I look like I need a therapist?

GLORA
Actually no. You’re remarkable.

STAGE MANAGER
You’re on Gloria!

EVE
What song are you going to sing tonight?

GLORIA
Changes.

EVE
David Bowie? Serious.

GLORIA
David Bowie dressed up as a woman too.

EVE
You know, you really are glorious.

GLORIA
(singing)

Ch-ch-ch-ch-Changes
(Turn and face the strange)
Ch-ch-Changes
Just gonna have to be a different man

(EVE joins in with the next two lines.)

Time may change me
But I can't trace time!

(EVE and GLORY high five. A bell rings.)
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GLORIA (CONT’D)
It’s show time.

EVE
Break a leg.

(GLORY bows and exits while EVE follows. 
LIGHTS FADE.)

END OF PLAY
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